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pastor’s letter
Dear OPPC,
So much has happened in the last year and I find myself full of gratitude for the many opportunities, learning 
experiences, and blessings we have received. In October, I will have been your pastor for five years. It seems 
incredible to me that five years has gone by so quickly, yet it feels like we have journeyed in faith together for much 
longer! 

I am mindful that we are entering a very important season in the life of our church. OPPC is finishing our 59th year 
as a church and next year will celebrate 60 amazing years of ministry. 

Mindful of our history, this fall is our opportunity to take a deep breath and pause before celebrating what has happened and praying 
for our future. We will return to some essential stories in scripture and draw close to one another and to our Lord. Mostly, we will focus 
our hearts and minds on worship trusting God will speak into our lives in real ways. 

Bring all of who you are to OPPC this fall remembering we are on this adventure of life and faith together and all are welcome to join 
the journey!

In Faith,

Pastor Becki
Senior Pastor

FALL SERMON SERIES: ReThink the Story
September 9 - November 25

CHANCEL CHOIR: 2018 Fall Choir Season
Thursdays starting September 6 (7:15 - 8:30 p.m.)

sunday mornings

We are a part of something much bigger than ourselves! Overlake Park Presbyterian Church will be 
studying the essential stories of scripture alongside two other churches this Fall. Mercer Island Presbyterian 
Church and Redmond Presbyterian Church will be following the same scriptures in worship and together 
we hope to share in the stories of people like Abraham, Hosea, and Moses, as we rethink the essential 
truths of our lives and the call to serve Jesus Christ together in faith. 

We are studying scripture reminded that our story connects us to other’s stories as we follow the God of the Old and New Testament. 
The texts were selected by all of the pastors of these three churches with the hope that they will push us to rethink how we live in faith, 
steward our lives, and connect to the larger body of Christ on the Eastside.

Join us this Fall as we ReThink the Story of scripture and challenge ourselves to embark on new adventures of faith.

I love listening to the congregation of OPPC sing on Sunday mornings. I often refer to the church as The Choir because God calls us all 
to lift our voices in worship together and that is what we do here! Additionally, OPPC’s Chancel Choir offers another way to serve. If you 
have ever felt a nudge to get involved in the OPPC music ministry, the Chancel Choir is a great place to start. Do you love to sing? Can 
you match pitch? Then YOU qualify to join us and add your voice to the music we are preparing for the upcoming worship season! We 
welcome singers of all skill levels and encourage anyone who is interested to come try it out.

The OPPC Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings in the sanctuary at 7:15 p.m. We sing a minimum of two Sundays/month 
and our schedule is typically planned well in advance so you can work it into your schedule. If you have any other questions about 
joining the choir or about our upcoming season, please contact me via email or stop by to say hello in person. I’m in the church office 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and of course I’d love to chat Sunday mornings.

Looking forward to the new season,
Rachel Krohn, Worship Director
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HEAVENLY HANDMADES BAZAAR
Friday, October 19 and Saturday, October 20

Mark your calendars now!  The Heavenly Handmades Bazaar is moving to October and will be here before you know it!  Save Friday 
evening, Oct. 19 for the OPPC Bazaar Preview Party!  It’s an evening of fellowship - complete with pie, ice cream and SHOPPING!  
Then, tell your friends to put Saturday, Oct. 20 on their calendars for the BIG BAZAAR DAY!  We hope to see you there!

In order to get everything ready, Drop In Circle needs more hands!  We have projects ready for sanding, painting, gluing and 
assembling.  Come lend your hands and share the fellowship as we work.  We meet in Fellowship Hall every Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. when we share a simple pot luck lunch.

all church

Join us for the Fall Kick-Off after worship on Sunday, Sept. 9!  We’ll have a bouncy house, hot dogs, and SO MUCH FUN!  
We’ll party to rock in the new fall programs!   Please bring a side dish or a dessert to share.  Hot dogs, drinks, games, and 
fun will be provided!

FALL KICK OFF AND BBQ
Sunday, September 9 (after worship)

WOMEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, September 22 (8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.)

Please join us for our day-long Women’s retreat at OPPC.  We’ll explore 
God’s grace as together we seek the richness of God’s love for each of us.  
Come explore new truths and discover your own gifts and insight. Retreat 
speakers include Rev. Becki Barrett, Sue Erland and Lisa Lambert.  Worship 
led by Rachel Krohn, OPPC’s Worship Director.  We hope you’ll join us for 
this fun-filled time together.

Cost: $40 (Scholarships available)
RSVP to office@oppc.org by Monday, Sept. 10.

Retreat Speakers: Sue Erland and Lisa Lambert have been collaborating 
on projects related to Spiritual growth, congregational care, and Bible 
study for over 15 years. As part of the Stephen Ministry leadership team 
at Sammamish Presbyterian Church, they have trained and lead dozens 
of Stephen Ministry Trainings and ongoing supervision. They began 
collaborating on retreats in 2003 when they created and lead a retreat for 
Princeton Seminary professors alongside their pastor. 

Since then, they have been involved in creating an online blog on spiritual 
transformation, writing an all-church study guide on Paul’s Letter to the 
Philippians, and teaching small groups. As Stephen Ministry leaders, 
they have co-developed and co-lead several retreats designed to provide 
participants with space for Spiritual growth, transformation, and renewal.

overlake park 
presbyterian church

1836 156TH AVE NE, BELLEVUE

S A T U R D A Y
SEPTEMBER 22, 2018

8:30am - 6:30pm

Women’s
R E T R E A T

RSVP to office@oppc.org 
by Sept. 10

Cost: $40 
Scholarships available

Please join us for our day-long 
Women’s Retreat at OPPC 

as we explore 
God’s grace together 

as we seek the richness of 
God’s love for each of us.

SPF.IO: Translation Software Providing Real-Time Captions/Translation For Worship 
Did you know OPPC has translation software available during worship?  Spf.io is a translation and captioning software 
available for use in multiple languages.  Spf.io also provides English captions for those seeking assistance in fully
engaging in the worship.  We have tablets for use in the narthex or you can just use your own smart device.  

Simply go to our church’s website, www.oppc.org, and click on the banner on top of the page. 
Follow the prompts and you are all set!  It really is just that easy!!

Our hope in providing translation is that everyone who worships with us will feel welcome and included and are able to 
have a meaningful worship experience.
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SALVATION ARMY SNACK BAGS
Sunday, October 7 (after 10:00 a.m. worship)

Join us in helping to feed others after we are fed by the spirit in communion on Sunday, Oct. 7.  We’ll be packing the Snack Sacks that 
we hand out once a month at the Salvation Army dinner.  After worship, join us in Fellowship Hall as we pack assembly line fashion.  
Many hands make light work!  Thank you again for your support of this mission.

SALVATION ARMY DINNER SCHEDULE
Second Friday of Each Month

On the second Friday every month of the year, groups from OPPC take the responsibility of serving dinner to our Crossroads neighbors. 
This is a complete meal with a main dish, vegetable, salad, bread, often fruit and dessert and juice and milk.  Warm food and gracious 
service both minister to those who come.  For many of those who attend, this is their only meal of the day. We also hand out Snack 
Sacks as the guests leave to help tide them over the weekend.  The grateful smiles and their warm thank yous tell us how much it 
means to them.

The fall schedule is:

If you’d like to help and be a part of this ministry, contact Dave and Carol Bosworth at dcboworth@aol.com or (425) 821-3046

September 14 ~ Presbyterian Women
October 12 ~ OPPC Youth

November 9 - OPPC Congregation
December 14 - Session

“Peace at all times and in all ways.”  - 2 Thessalonians 3:16

Presbyterians help transform lives through our work for peace, with the tools God has given us.  Together, in the Spirit of God, we work 
to break the power of hate, and heal the wounds of violence and division.  We join in the Peace & Global Witness Offering because it is 
boundless peace God offers.  This offering enables the church to promote the peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice in our 
own communities and across the world.

This is one of two Special Offerings that OPPC collects throughout the year.
To learn more, visit presbyterianmission.org/peace-global

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING ~ Peacemaking and Reconciliation
Sunday, September 2 - October 7

CORNER TO CORNER: DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL HEALTH SERVICES (DSHS)
Our Church is still partnering with DSHS to help Foster kids and families!  We maintain the storage shed with supplies to be given to 
children brought into the foster network.  We also continue to deep-clean the visitation/play rooms at the Crossroads office.  We have 
been donating requested items as the need arises. This summer, for Vacation Bible School, we offered “almost” free tuition to all 
foster kids. Our next effort will be to paint a mural on the hallway wall by the visitation rooms.  Our resident artists, Patricia Tuor, Gerri 
Tyler, and Laurel Nichols, will work on this in the Fall. Thank you for always being ready to help when needed for this worthy mission.

CONGREGATIONS FOR THE HOMELESS (CFH)
August was a successful month for OPPC hosting the men from Congregations For the Homeless.    This month, the program was 
at capacity allowing for 35 men to find shelter and food in our Fellowship Hall and Community Building.  Partnering with Newport 
Presbyterian, the Bellevue Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and other local congregations, our guests were 
well fed, three meals a day.  We have had a great response from OPPC members who are willing to help with this ministry.  The men 
are very grateful for this help in their lives.  We want to give a BIG thanks for Neal Nelson and Anne Konen, who have organized and 
coordinated this year’s service, and to the weekly captains.

mission
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THEOLOGY ON TAP
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of September, October, and November starting Sept. 11 (6:30. - 8:00 p.m.)
in OPPC’s Library

Theology on tap is a way for people to get together and have deep, meaningful, and thought-provoking conversation. Join us as we 
discuss relevant philosophical and theological topics in the company of good people and great beer!  We’ll meet in the library at 
OPPC!  Invite friends, colleagues, and neighbors to join the discussion as we respectfully learn from one another and find common 
ground in our differences.  

If you have a love for discussion, community, and deep questions, Theology on Tap is the perfect place for you.  Please bring an 
appetizer OR any *beverage you’d like to share!   Hope to see you there!

*Session has approved alcohol consumption on OPPC Campus for this particular event.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY -  God’s Promise: I Am with You
3rd Wednesday of the Month starting September 19 (10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.)

The Presbyterian Women’s’ Horizon Bible Study for 2018-2019 is titled, “God’s Promise: I Am with You”. It is a journey through 
scripture from Genesis to the end of the gospels. “I will be with you”, is the most frequent promise made by God found in scripture. 
It is spoken to individuals and communities from the time of the patriarchs to the prophets; from the judges to the kings; before, 
during, and after the exile; into the New Testament and beyond to the end of the age.

We will trace the repetition of this promise moving through the Bible. There will be no exhaustive study of any one book, but the 
focus will be on the promise itself as found in each individual book and how it speaks to a particular person or circumstance. Most 
important, we will consider how the promise speaks to our circumstances. The question we will ask each lesson is, how does God’s 
promise of presence change us and the way we live?

The study will begin on Wednesday, September 19 at 10:00.  The lesson titles are, God with Us: Wherever We Are, God with Us: In Our 
Uncertainty, God with Us: in Our Discouragement, God with Us: When We Seek God, God with Us: When We Are Powerless, God with 
Us: Through Our Trials, God with Us: as Emmanuel, God with Us: as Holy Spirit, and God with Us.

All women are welcome and invited to attend this interactive Bible study for friendship, sociability and in the words of its author,” an 
awakening of one’s spiritual sense.” Study books will be available.

adult education

ABC Book Group invites all to participate in our discussions of one book each month.  We meet in the church library at 11:30 a.m., 
following the coffee fellowship after the Sunday worship service.  No RSVP is needed, so grab a copy of the book and join us!  We look 
forward to seeing you!

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY - The Book of Romans
Tuesday afternoons beginning September 4 (1:00 p.m.)

Whether you are a daily Bible reader or are just starting to wonder what’s in the Bible, this study is for you!  This fall, meeting in the 
OPPC library, we’ll be digging into the Book of Romans. How good do you have to be? What does faith–and Jesus–have to do with it? 
What’s the long-term impact of all of this? The book of Romans walks through eternally significant questions. 

Like a lawyer in a courtroom, the apostle Paul lays out facts, addresses objections, and presents a solid defense for the need and the 
way to be right with God. Then, Paul shifts his tone and writes as an older brother showing how to walk in step with God’s design.
Romans: A Reasoned Faith will help you put all the pieces together. In fact, you’ll be able to see the core message of the whole Bible. 
If you have studied Romans before, this study will open up new layers of insight; there is always more to discover!

This study will take us through the fall and end right before Christmas. We hope you’ll join us!

ABC BOOK CLUB
First Sunday of the month (11:30 a.m.)

Sept. 3 - Finding Gobi, by Dion Leonard
Oct. 7 - Midnight in Broad Daylight, by Pamela Rotner Sakamoto

Nov 11 -  The Turner House, by Angela Flournoy
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MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND RECIPIENTS
The Deacons were very pleased to award six scholarships from the Memorial Scholarship fund this past spring.  Our church family and 
friends have been very generous in donating to the fund and we are very thankful for their thoughtfulness and generosity. Because 
of this generosity, we are able to help these church members pursue their dreams and further their education.  The Deacons are very 
proud to congratulate the following recipients of the Memorial Scholarship Fund:

Jared DeBruin    
Mia Femling    

Emma Heinonen  
Hannah Heinonen

Logan Leadley

Congratulations to all the students, and thank you to all the contributors.  
OPPC is blessed and thankful for all you do.

SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS FALL
Sunday Mornings

Teaching Sunday school is one way we fulfill the promise we make during baptism to help raise children up in faith. It’s also a fun way 
to interact with and get to know our kiddos. Starting in September, we will have three Sunday School classes!

Nursery - Pre-K (Lead Teacher: Tamara Ramsay)
Kindergarten - Third Grade (Lead Teacher: Cathy Scheibner)
Fourth - *Sixth Grade (Lead Teachers: Glen Ferguson, Paul Harvey, and Dave Meyer)

To help our children grow in their faith and relationship with Jesus, there is need for committed helpers to assist our Lead Teachers. If 
you’re interested in helping, please contact the church office at office@oppc.org.

*Sixth Grade students are invited to come to Sunday school or remain in worship.

youth

Our youth are still meeting regularly after church on Sundays with a meal. (No youth meetings on the first Sundays of every month.)  
Join us for lunch, study, laughter, and friendship!

Other monthly events to come.  

YOUTH GROUP
Sundays Mornings (11:30 a.m.)

UNITE YOUTH WINTER RETREAT
Save the dates: December 26-29

OPPC is excited to participate in our second Unite Retreat at Tall Timber Ranch in Leavenworth, WA.  This is an opportunity for our 
youth to meet and engage with over 120 students from all over the greater Seattle and Tacoma area, who have the same passion and 
love for Jesus Christ.  Mark your calendars now: Dec. 26-29, 2018 and plan to join us for this great retreat!

children
2018-19 SUNDAY SCHOOL  REGISTRATION

Fall is just around the corner!  Please get a jump start on the year by registering your child(ren) for Sunday School!  We always like 
to know who’s with us and if any of your family’s information has changed!  Forms can be picked up in the narthex .  Drop off in the 
marked box or return to the office.

SAGEBROOK RETIREMENT CENTER WORSHIP
The 4th-6th grade class will be participating in and leading the Sagebrook Retirement Center Worship occasionally throughout the 
year with Patricia Tuor.  The 2018-19 Sunday School registration includes a waiver your kids will need to participate.
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MISSION TEA benefiting Hopelink
Our Fourth Annual Mission Tea was held on Saturday, August 18 at the lovely home of Dee and Jim Claypool.  The food, conversation 
and location on Lake Washington were enjoyed by all!!  Our honoree was Hopelink.   Megan Whitman was the speaker and we raised 
just over $2,000 for this Mission cause. Thank you to all who came; and to those who missed it, we look forward to seeing you next 
year!

CONGREGATIONS FOR KIDS GOOD START BACK TO SCHOOL DRIVE
Again this year, the Women’s Group and Vacation Bible School teamed up to collect school supplies for students from low-income 
families in the Bellevue School District.  Last year almost 1400 sets of supplies were given out, and they expect a similar number this 
year.  Counting goods and money, OPPC donated $760 to this cause.  Thank you, all! 

A PRESBYTERY GATHERING OF WOMEN  
Saturday, November 10 (10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.) 

We are excited that our church has been chosen for the Fall Gathering of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery.  We will have a 
speaker on mission projects and have reports of the amazing things happening across the country with Presbyterian Women.  Please 
join us in the Fellowship Hall and make some new friends!

SEPTEMBER anniversaries
9/11 John and Cindy Larson 
9/13 Dave and Val Meyer
9/15 Kevin and Anne Konen 
9/18 Keith and Gerry Hunt

OCTOBER anniversaries
10/8 Bob and Lin Peggs
10/18 Kirk and Nancy Devine
10/22   Austin and Erika Ashenbrenner
10/23 Dave and Kathy Moehring

SEPTEMBER birthdays
9/4  Liz Neuzil
9/6 Trish Heinonen
9/9 Keith Hunt
 Kevin Konen
 Gerri Tyler
9/10 Joan Foster
9/12 Fred Fu
9/13 Bob Turner
9/18 Debra McAuley
9/23 Christina Nichols
9/25 Linda Tachiyama
9/26 Logan Leadley
9/29 Stacey Hesterley

OCTOBER birthdays
10/1 Sharon Tumbleson
 Laurie Friberg
10/2 Anne Konen
10/4 Margot DeBruin
10/6 Patricia Tuor
10/9 Bobb Peters
10/16 Carol Kinsman
10/17 Barbara MacDonald
10/18 Charles Dawson
10/20 Jim Claypool
10/21 Jeff Rogerson
10/22 Alma Lee Hooker
10/23 Gary Tachiyama
10/26 Lois Wahlin
10/27 Sydney Ku
10/28 Art Henderson
 Allie Robertson

NOVEMBER birthdays
11/3  Carol Grimm
11/4 Brian Page
11/8 Scott Leitch
 Nita North
11/12 Rev. Becki Barrett
11/13 Ruth Riley
11/16 Mia Femling
 Paul Harvey
11/18 Carol Bosworth
11/20 Monika Hoke
11/21 Erik Engen
11/23 Martha Ashbaugh
11/28 Kathleen Masters
11/29 Larry Bliss

NOVEMBER anniversaries
11/8 Glenn and Sue Kost
11/9 Gil and Illone Long 
11/29 Russ and Laurie Friberg

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? 
 Let us know!

Contact the office at office@oppc.org 
so we can celebrate YOU!

birthdays and anniversaries

presbyterian women

Stay connected with OPPC throughout the week by signing up for our weekly email or “liking” our Facebook Page!  
You’ll get up-to-date information on the week’s events and offerings, links to our online sermon series and mailers, 

prayer requests, and birthday notices!

To sign up for our weekly email, visit: http://www.oppc.org/weekly-email/
“Like” our Facebook Page - OPPC/Overlake Park Presbyterian Church

STAY CONNECTED WITH OPPC
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office hours: Monday - Thursday (9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.)

Join us for our
Fall Kick and BBQ

on Sunday, Sept 9th!

Worship at 10:00 a.m.
BBQ, Bouncy House and FUN at 11:00 a.m.


