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 PASTOR’S LETTER
Dear OPPC,
I have so much to tell you! This season of life and ministry has been full of so much joy, challenges, and more love 
and kindness than I can thank you for. I’m getting married! And, I could not be more grateful for the many lessons 
and reminders this event has inspired in my own journey of faith. God has been moving in my life and in our faith 
community to inspire a new sense of connection to the Spirit’s presence and where God’s presence intercedes in our 
culture.

As I approach sabbatical (January - March), I’d like to invite you all to travel with me on a journey toward listening in a deeper way. 
Over time, I have felt an increased desire to listen to God’s Word, the Holy Spirit, and culture in a more intentional and significant 
way. My plan is to intentionally spend time listening without the need to produce. Setting aside my own opinions, expectations, 
and assumptions, my plan is to listen with purpose. I invite you to join me on this sabbatical journey as God teaches us to listen with 
intention and an open heart.

We are experiencing so many religious, political, and psychological divides in our culture and I know God’s presence is in the midst of 
all of it. What could happen if we all spend time just listening to one another and seeking to understand without drawing conclusions? 
Join me January – March as we find out!

PRACTICES I INVITE YOU TO TRY:

• Daily reading of the Daily Bible in Chronological Order - Daily reading of scripture and commentary. This practice will continue after 
sabbatical throughout 2019.

• Visit a Quaker Meeting and learn a different method of listening in worship.
• Walk a labyrinth.
• Engage your children in a weekly practice of listening to one another share prayer requests, thoughts, or opinions. Be sure to not 

correct, answer, or solve when they share (that’s the hard part!).
• Commit to a weekly (or daily) walk and listen to nature.
• Take a mindfulness or yoga class and ask the question, What is my body telling me?
• Try meditation! I use the Headspace or Insight Time app – or find a class near you.
• Spend quiet time journaling, prayer, or asking God to speak into your heart. What do you hear? What do you not hear? Write it 

down and repeat this practice. Then look back and reflect on any themes or insight you might gain.

Thankful for you,
Pastor Becki

We hope you’ll join us as we celebrate the marriage of 

Rev. Becki Barrett & Peter Blomgren 
with a reception in Fellowship Hall on 

Sunday, Jan. 20 from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 pm.

In a special Winter Wonderland, we’ll hear details 
of the wedding, enjoy a potluck lunch, cupcakes, 

and toast the happy couple.

We hope you can join us!

GIFTING OPTIONS:
Donations can be made to Hopelink or to your favorite charity.

registered at:
Crate and Barrel

Cutco Knives



 WORSHIP ~ GUEST PREACHERS
While Pastor Becki is on sabbatical, OPPC will have a series of guest preachers to share the pulpit with Rev. HT Lee.  

We look forward to hearing and learning from many different voices in the upcoming months.

MARGARET REDMAN
Margaret Redman is an ordained Lay Pastor at Mercer Island Presbyterian Church.  She was born in Florida and has 
lived in Georgia, Connecticut, and Washington State.  Margaret attended Centre College and received a bachelor’s 
degree in Economics from Florida State University with a double major in Philosophy.  She got a certificate in 
Spiritual Direction from Vancouver School of Theology and still is practicing spiritual direction.  She was a resident 
chaplain at Harborview Medical Center in the Burn Unit and recently retired from Overlake Hospital as a chaplain. 
She is a graduate in the Pastoral Leadership Program at Seattle University.  Margaret and her husband, Bill, have 
four adult children. Margaret loves worship and caring for others.  

BEN MCCONAUGHY
Ben McConaughy is a long time resident of the Seattle area. He currently serves on staff at Mercer Island 
Presbyterian Church. He served as Vice Moderator of the Seattle Presbytery in 2015 and as Moderator in 2016. He 
currently is a member of the Presbytery Permanent Judicial Commission and serves as an ordination exam grader 
for the PCUSA. Ben earned a Master of Arts degree from Seattle University’s School of Theology and Ministry, as well 
as a Post Master’s certificate in Pastoral Leadership. He is currently pursuing a Post Master’s Certificate in Spiritual 
Direction. He was named a fellow for the Fellowship at Auschwitz for the Study of Professional Ethics (2011), and 
also participated in a multi-faith study of Jewish Texts at the Conservative Yeshiva in Jerusalem (2013). In his free 
time Ben loves to read, hang out with his family, play cards, and take walks with his labradoodle. 

REV. ELIANA MAXIM
Rev. Eliana Maxim is a teaching elder in the Seattle Presbytery who has served as the presbytery’s associate 
executive for the past 7 years. Eliana was born in Barranquilla, Colombia and immigrated to the US as a young child 
with her parents, residing in Los Angeles, CA. Eliana attended Loyola Marymount University where she earned an 
undergraduate degree in communication arts and soon went to work as a news producer at CNN. She eventually 
listend to the call on her heart and began pursuing what that might mean by serving on staff at Mercer Island 
Presbyterian Church as director of children and family ministries from 1996-2010. 

During that time, she began course work at Union Seminary in Richmond, VA and then transferred to Seattle University’s School of 
Theology and Ministry where she completed a Masters in Divinity. Eliana was ordained as a minister of word and sacrament in 2011.

Eliana is a faculty member of the Transitional Ministry Workshop at Menucha, Oregon and vice-moderator of the National Hispanic/
Latino Caucus of the PCUSA. She also serves as a member of the Interfaith Leadership Council of the Washington State Faith Action 
Network.

In her downtime, Eliana enjoys a good book, cooking, exploring new places and meeting new people.  Eliana and her husband of 35 
years, Alex, have two adult daughters Sacha and Gabi, both Seattle residents, plus a spoiled rescue Boxer dog named Lola.

W. TALI HAIRSTON
W. Tali Hairston, MAGL, is Director of Community Engagement and Reconciliation at Seattle Presbytery. Born and 
raised in the Rainier Valley neighborhood of Seattle, Tali loves his community. Tali grew up doing ministry with
at-risk youth and young adults in Seattle, and is a graduate of the University of Washington and Fuller Seminary. He 
is on schedule to complete his PhD in Educational Leadership by June 2019. As a noted speaker, writer, consultant, 
researcher, and educator he is passionate about the work of organizational diversity, reconciliation studies, global 
urban community development, and equity and diversity in higher education, marketplace, and the church.
For 17 years Tali was the founding director of the John M. Perkins Center for Reconciliation, Leadership Training, and Community 
Development at Seattle Pacific University. He was responsible for leading the educational advancement in reconciliation and community 
development emphasizing research and development of reconciliation, equity, and diversity. The center also provided service-learning 
and experiential education opportunities in justice, poverty, ethnicity, and cultural literacy for undergraduate students.

He is father to four wonderful children, Isaiah, Kennadi, Lynia, and Jordan. He and his wife Crystal enjoy doing ministry together, going 
to plays and musicals, and being foodies. Along with an amazing community of friends, these are the true gifts of his life that encourage 
and strengthen him.



 ALL CHURCH

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ Sunday, Feb. 10 at 11:15 a.m.
Join us on Sunday, Feb. 10 at 11:15 a.m. (children welcome!) for our Congregational Meeting.  We will review the 2018/2019 
Financials, approve pastor’s compensation, receive our Annual Report and elect our Nominating Committee 2019.  Our church is in an 
exciting season and all are invited to take part in celebrating what God has done and will continue to do.

ASH WEDNESDAY ~ Wednesday, Mar. 6 at 7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of our Lenten Journey and draws us into Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection.  This worship 
service allows us to walk through the journey of Christ learning how Christ’s death brings us life and how Christ’s suffering moves us 
to love and action.

MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ Thursday, Apr. 18 at 7:00 p.m.
In preparation for Easter, join us as we worship God, hear the story of Christ’s death, and celebrate communion.  Just as Christ shared 
this meal with the disciples before his death, we are reminded of Christ’s love for us as we worship together and understand the 
reality of both death and resurrection.

EASTER MORNING WORSHIP ~ Sunday, Apr. 21 at 10 :00 a.m.
Easter morning we celebrate resurrection and the truth of God’s saving grace for each of us.  Join us for worship as we claim the 
promise of hope and the gift of God’s redemptive love for all.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Hallelujah and Amen!

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING ~ Open Doors, Open Hearts

Let us open our doors - as well as our hearts - to share through the One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS) offering the love of Christ through ministries of justice, compassion, and joy.

Received during the season of Lent, Presbyterians worldwide join in sharing God’s love with our 
neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry, 
and support for the poor and oppressed.  This Lenten season, please give generously to One Great 
Hour of Sharing. Look for One Great Hour of Sharing envelopes starting Ash Wednesday.

For more information, visit presbyterianmission.org/oghs.

 LENT

SABBATICAL LISTENING & RECONCILIATION ~ 3 Week Series, Sundays, Mar. 31, Apr. 7 & 14  at 11:30 a.m - 1:30 p.m.
Our sabbatical journey will culminate with a special all-church offering to listen to culture and explore the idea of reconciliation with 
W. Tali Hairston, Director of Community Engagement and Reconciliation at Seattle Presbytery. For a three-part class, Tali will guide us 
into listening deeply to the voice of God at the culmination of our Lenten Season. 

The people of God are called to the ministry of reconciliation. The Apostle Paul speaks of this call in teaching on the power of the cross. 
As we journey to the cross, we are encouraged to learn what the ministry of Reconciliation is and how we are challenged to respond 
to the call to be reconciled. Please plan to join us for this culmination of our listening sabbatical season, 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. on 
March 31st, April 7th, and April 14th as we explore God’s call to reconciliation and how we might listen to the Spirit’s nudging and be 
transformed.  Lunch will be provided.

WINTER/SPRING CHOIR SEASON ~ Thursday Evenings at 7:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Whether you are an expert soloist or novice who sings loudly in the car, you are invited to join our choir this Winter and Spring. 
Rehearsal begins January 17th from 7:15 - 8:30 p.m. as our choir prepares to lead us through the Season of Lent in song. There is 
always a place for you in our music ministry so connect with Rachel Krohn, our Worship and Choir Director (rachelk@oppc.org), about 
how you may use your gifts in worship and enjoy the community of musicians and singers at OPPC.



DROP IN CIRCLE ~ Tuesday mornings (beginning Jan. 8) at  10:00 a.m.
Drop-in Circle is a delightful group of ladies who meet most Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall for about 3 hours of visiting, 
sharing, eating and creating craft items to be sold at the autumn Holiday Bazaar.  We work for about 2½ hours then break for a potluck 
lunch.  We are a flexible group, come when you can and leave when you wish, in other words, drop-in for a while and join us. We 
welcome anyone who and will even provide everything for the craft projects or you can bring your own.  

This year we already have lots of projects, cards, ornaments, candles, and florals, ready to be started and/or completed but we NEED 
MORE IDEAS so you will be able to have fun making stuff later in the year.  Come on January 8th with your ideas for items you would 
like to see made and also to see what has been purchased to be transformed into amazing holiday items.

The proceeds from the bazaar are designated to support various local, national and international charities as well as projects within the 
church.

During the winter months, in the interest of safety: if the schools are late or canceled because of weather, we are too!

ADULT ED CLASS - LISTENING TO SCRIPTURE AND PRAYER ~ Sunday, Jan 27 at 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Join Sue Erland and Lisa Lambert to engage scripture in a whole new way. Learn to enter the story, practice lectio divina, and dwell 
in the presence of the Word coming alive within. As part of our sabbatical listening journey, this class will inspire you to listen to the 
Spirit and The Word as a practice of faith that transforms your daily life.

 Please RSVP to office@oppc.org by Wednesday, Jan. 23
$5/pp suggested donation for lunch.  Childcare available if requested ahead of time.

 ADULT MINISTRY

ADULT ED CLASS -SPIRITUAL PRACTICES ~ Sunday, Feb, 24 at 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
In February, we will learn how to listen! Practically and spiritually, there are many practices that engage our listening muscles and 
transform the way we engage our bodies, our neighbors, and our God. Sue Erland and Lisa Lambert continue our sabbatical listening 
connection by helping us engage new spiritual practices that grow our listening muscles and connection to Jesus Christ.

 Please RSVP to office@oppc.org by Wednesday, Feb. 20
$5/pp suggested donation for lunch.  Childcare available if requested ahead of time.

We appreciate all your support for the Heavenly Handmades Bazaar!  We made $5,200 this year!  Plans are already under way for next 
year’s event!  We will be meeting soon to complete charitable donations from last year’s Bazaar. As a reminder, we give 15% as seed 
money for the next Bazaar and divide the rest between Inside and Outside Mission; that is, needs within our church family and those 
in the community and world. As soon as we complete these decisions, we will give a detailed list of recipients. As in previous years, we 
welcome suggestions from members of the congregation for charities to support.

Thank you for your generosity in all our endeavors!  Please join us for fellowship at Drop In Circle starting in January and at our 
monthly Fellowship and Bible Study on the third Wednesday of the month at 10:00 a.m.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

CONNECTIONAL CHURCH ~ Per Capita
As part of the PC(USA), we are grateful to be connected to a denomination that provides support and inspiration to our faith.  Having a 
larger body protect and support our ministry and mission provides the accountability we need to be a healthy and strong community 
of faith.  We are extremely fortunate to be in the Seattle Presbytery which has a uniquely gifted and creative staff and fellowship of 
believers!  Each year, we gift $40 per member to ensure this support continues.  This amount is a budgeted expense of our church and 
some members have asked for information so they can provide an additional $40 to their giving.  Simply submit a check marked “per 
capita” with your offering and we will ensure the funds are allocated accurately.



 MISSION
SALVATION ARMY DINNER SCHEDULE ~ Second Friday of the Month at 5:00 p.m.

Each month, groups from OPPC serve the Crossroads Community dinner, coordinated by the Salvation Army.  It is the only meal of the 
day for some of those attending.  For others, it helps them make ends meet.  The warm food and the fellowship around the tables is 
wonderful.  In addition, we hand out snack sacks as the guests leave to help them over the weekend.

The schedule for the first quarter of 2018 is:

SALVATION ARMY SNACK BAGS
Each month, on the second Friday evening, a group from our church serves dinner in partnership with The Salvation Army.  Since this 
is the only meal many of the guests eat all day, what do they do on Saturday and Sunday?  The Mission Committee seeks to address 
this concern by providing a non-perishable “snack bag” for each guest leaving the Salvation Army dinner on our Friday night.  It isn’t 
enough for the whole weekend, but it’s greatly appreciated by all the patrons.

Please plan to stay a few minutes after worship on the Communion Sunday in January and April to help pack these bags, assembly-
line fashion.  Each bag costs around $4.00 to fill, so your financial support of this important ministry is also appreciated.  (Mark your 
contributions: Salvation Army Snack Bags.)  Thanks for supporting this mission!

See you on Jan. 6th after worship in Fellowship Hall.  

Often groups can use additional help, so if you would like to be involved in this outreach to our community, contact the church office.

SOUPER BOWL ~ Sunday, Feb. 3 during worship
On Sunday, Feb. 3, OPPC will participate in the Souper Bowl!  Please bring your non-perishable food items or monetary donations 
to the narthex and “vote” for your preferred winner of the Super Bowl!  Which team will it be?  Maybe the commercials?  All donated 
food items and money will go directly to our mission partner, Hopelink.

You can also bring food donations for Hopelink any Sunday to join our community’s fight against hunger. Hopelink appreciates all 
donations of non-perishable food items and personal care items such as toothpaste, tooth brushes, deodorant, shampoo, etc. Items 
for infants are especially appreciated. We will deliver to Hopelink monthly and hope to overwhelm them with donations.  

March 8 ~ Dinghies FriendshipJanuary 11 ~ Schooner Friendship

February 8 ~ OPPC Congregation April 12 ~ Outriggers Friendship

CORNER TO CORNER: DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILIES (DCYF)
An OPPC group will again clean the play rooms at DCYF in January.  We spend about two hours on a Friday night doing a deep clean, 
making repairs and sorting toys.  We’d love to have you join us!

For more info, or to volunteer, please contact Cindy Coleman at (425) 885-7179 or senorac@frontier.com.

THE SOPHIA WAY WOMEN’S SHELTER
Our church is hosting The Sophia Way Women’s Shelter during the months of December and January. They are on campus from 
8:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. each night. In addition to donations from several groups, any knitted or crocheted hats remaining after the 
December Salvation Army dinner will also be given to Sophia Way. If you see any of these women on campus, please give them a BIG 
welcome.

THEOLOGY ON TAP ~ 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of January, February, March (beginning Jan. 8) at 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Place: Church Library
If you have a love for discussion, community, and deep questions, Theology on Tap is the perfect place for you. Join us as we discuss 
relevant philosophical and theological topics in the company of good people and great beer! A pint is not a requirement. Simply show 
up and join the conversation in an open and inclusive environment of all perspectives, questions, and opinions. Friends, co-workers, 
and neighbors welcome! Please bring an appetizer OR any *beverage you’d like to share! 

*Session has approved alcohol consumption on OPPC Campus for this particular event.



3/17 Nanette Couch
 Aeliya Samuel
3/18 Lori Leadley
3/19 Manita Samuel
3/21 Noelle Foster
 Joan Manley
3/22 Deborah Hindmarch
3/24 Lorraine Clacy
3/26 Karen Gilmour
 Joe Nichols
3/27 Harold Gilmour
 Glenn Kost
3/28 Nicole Leadley
3/30 Marge Bagley
3/31 Austin Leadley

Exciting news from OPPC children’s ministry!  We’re announcing the official opening of the “OPPC Children’s Ministry Store” 
(accepting only OPPC currency).  Students can earn OPPC dollars for attendance, Bible verse memorization, Bible trivia, and a variety of 
other ways (determined by our teachers) during Sunday school.  The store offers numerous selections of edible and non-edible prizes 
like bubbles, slime, Legos, pillows, and more. 

During the past several weeks of a “soft opening”, we’re encouraged about the feedback we’ve received, and the excitement and buzz 
the store is creating to make our awesome Sunday school program even more fun and engaging. 

Please come check out the store when you have time, offer prize suggestions and/or make donations. If you’re interested in helping 
with Sunday school, please contact Pastor HT at htl@oppc.org for more information.  

Stay connected with OPPC throughout the week by signing up for our weekly email or “liking” our Facebook Page!  You’ll get 
up-to-date information on the week’s events and offerings, information on our Lenten series and practices, and links to our 
online sermons series and mailers, prayer requests, and birthday notices!

To sign up for our weekly email, visit: http://www.oppc.org/weekly-email/
“Like” our Facebook Page - OPPC/Overlake Park Presbyterian Church

STAY CONNECTED WITH OPPC

OPPC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY STORE

JANUARY anniversaries
1/1 HT and EJ Lee
1/3 Jim and Dee Claypool
1/30 Neal and Betty Nelson

MARCH anniversaries
3/9 Jim and Alma Lee Hooker
3/12 Joshua and Cassandra Nash
3/14 Kendall and Karen Demaree
3/16 Tom and Kathleen Masters
3/19 Chuck and Ramona Roth
3/29 Jack Newman and Janet Loudenback Newman

JANUARY birthdays
1/3 Bon Park
 Nick Prussing
1/5 Susie Adams
1/8 Glen Ferguson
1/9 Aaniya Samuel
1/11 Karen Demaree
 Jacquie Treber
1/12 Erika Ashenbrenner
 David Demaree
1/13 Andrew Hoke
1/17 Gerry Hunt
1/19 Nancy Escott
1/20 Kathy Rockwell 
1/23 Sharon Bowler
1/25 Dave Meyer
 Connie Saxton
1/27 Neal Nelson
 Cynthia Trueblood
 Linus Tumbleson

FEBRUARY birthdays
2/1 Joshua Nash
2/5 Jack Newman
2/7 Landon Ray
2/9 Lin Peggs
2/13 Inez Allan
 Zoe Meyer
2/16 Angelina Joseph
2/18 Scott Watson
2/19 Shinae Park
2/22 Heather Foster
2/23 Wanda Kerzie
2/24 Sharrel Hottinger
 Grace Wang
 Mark Prussing
2/25 Beverly Heyden
2/27 Sue Kost

MARCH birthdays
3/2 Kathy Peters
3/3 Ava Lee
3/4 Joanna Jebapraveen
 Marie Turner
 Karen Yoneda
3/6 John Larson
3/7 Neil Leadley
3/9 Kendall Demaree
 Jasmine Meyer
 Barbara Scott
3/10 Mike Scholey
3/11 Steve Barnes
3/12 Ramona Roth
3/15 Ilone Long
 Janet Schumacher
3/16 Mike Coleman

FEBRUARY anniversaries
2/3 Bob and Marie Turner
2/14 Mike and Rachel Krohn
2/15 Mike and Linda Engen

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary?  Let us know!
Contact the office at office@oppc.org so we can celebrate YOU!

 BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

 CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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Congregational Meeting
Sunday, Feb. 10 at 11:15 a.m.

www.oppc.org ~ (425) 746-8080 ~ office@oppc.org
office hours: Monday - Thursday (9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.)


