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Dear OPPC,

Our culture emphasizes January 1st as the time to take inventory of our lives and make resolutions. Yet, 
I resist this tradition. It is not that I don’t appreciate a new goal or value the need to assess my habits. 
It is more that faith rarely plays an essential role in the evaluation of a new year. Mostly, we focus on 
fitness goals, financial strategies, or relaxation time.

We need a season of our faith to evaluate our spiritual growth and dream new dreams about how we 
follow God in our daily lives. Traditionally, stewardship season was designed for this purpose but it is 
often truncated into pledge cards and financial goals used to plan for the follow church calendar year. 

This year, I’d like us to do something more strategic. I’d like us to use our stewardship season to 
intentionally spend time in prayer and devotion about how God is calling us to live. We are all invited 
to pray, discern, and listen to God’s hope for our lives in the coming year. And, we are invited to claim 
what we learn by creating some ‘resolutions’ or goals for our time, energy, growth, and financial life.

Our stewardship season is October 15-28, 2018. During this three-week period, take time on your own 
or with your family to walk through the enclosed devotional. It is designed for your own reflection and 
prayer. A Response Card is also enclosed for you to share any insight or goals you would like to share. 
Whatever you share will be confidential to pastors and our Contributions Coordinator, Dee Claypool. 
Please place your Response Card in the offering plate on October 21st, 28th, or November 7th. Or, mail 
it to Dee Claypool at the church office anytime. You may also scan a copy and email it to 
bookkeeper@oppc.org.

The Response Cards we receive will help Pastor HT and me work with our Session to plan for the 
coming year. That planning includes financial stewardship but it also includes how we study scripture, 
learn, and fellowship together. These are exciting times in our faith together and the Spirit will guide 
us to deepen our relationship with Jesus and extend the love and grace of Christ to our neighbors in 
intentional ways.

We are excited for what we all may learn through this stewardship season reflection. And, we are 
grateful for the faithful discipleship of our community that inspires us to grow deeper in our faith, as 
well. We will be praying for all of us as we continue to dream new dreams about God’s vision for our 
own lives and our ministry together. 

Blessings,

Rev. Becki Barrett     Rev. HT Lee


